
Dear Partners in Education, 
 

I am pleased to announce that we were once again adopted by Chapters as part of their Adopt-a-School program.  
Through the fundraising efforts of the staff and patrons at Pinecrest chapters, we were able to raise over $10,000 
for Severn’s library.  This brings our collective effort with Chapters-Indigo over the last five years to over $20,000 
in funding for our library.  Special thanks to all our families that have supported us throughout the years with our 
Chapters-Indigo partnerships and Mrs. Kenney who has worked so diligently to purchase books that are engaging 
and relevant within an educational environment.  
 

Information was sent home with students last week regarding proposed changes to French instruction in 
Kindergarten and Early French Immersion. The OCDSB has been considering changes to the delivery of French 
as a second language which would affect all kindergarten programs and grades 1 –3 in the Early French 
Immersion program.  For all the details of the proposed changes please see the information that your child 
brought home last week or visit: www.ocdsb.ca  
 

It is important to know that no decision has been made yet about the changes or the date of implementation. The 
recommendations will be considered by the Committee of the Whole on February 2, 2016.  This is your chance to 
have a say in the direction of our programming and I encourage you to participate by sharing your feedback about 
the recommended changes through an online survey by January 11th.  The survey can be accessed at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/French_in_Kindergarten_and_EFI_changes_Phase2 
 

Those who do not have access to a computer can come into the school on Friday, December 18th, 2015, or 
Friday, January 8th, 2016.  You may also check with your local library or if applicable, community houses in your 
neighbourhood that have public access to computers. 
 

While we have had an extremely mild weather this fall, snow and ice will eventually arrive.  We would like to 
remind those parents who drive their children to school to please use extra caution and reduce speeds when 
driving.  These measures will further enhance the safety of students and staff.   At the same time, we ask your 
help in reminding your child(ren) to make sure that cars are fully stopped before crossing the road.  We thank you 
for your continued support and understanding in helping us keep our students and staff safe. 
 

Many of our students have been practicing performances for our talent Show, which is scheduled for December 
17th at 12:40pm.  We hope that you will be able to join us. 
 

Our last day of school is this Friday, December 18th, 2014.  School resumes on Monday, January 4, 2016.  As 
this is our last newsletter before the holidays, on behalf of the staff and myself, I would like to wish a Merry 
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and Happy Kwanzaa to everyone who celebrates religious holidays during this time 
of the year.                                                                                                                                                               
 

H. Jamal 
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Revised Recommendations to French Instruction for Kindergarten and 

Primary Early French Immersion 

 
Information was sent home with students last week regarding proposed changes to French 
instruction in Kindergarten and Early French Immersion. The OCDSB has been considering 
changes to the delivery of French as a second language which would affect all kindergarten 
programs and grades 1 –3 in the Early French Immersion program.  For all the details of the 
proposed changes please see the information that your child brought home last week or visit: 
www.ocdsb.ca  

 

It is important to know that no decision has been made yet about the changes or the date of 
implementation. The recommendations will be considered by the Committee of the Whole on 
February 2, 2016. We encourage you to share feedback about the recommended changes through 
an online survey by January 11th.  The survey can be accessed at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/French_in_Kindergarten_and_EFI_changes_Phase2 

 

NOTE FROM  OTTAWA  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

 Your drink is sweeter than you think!       

Most of the sugar in your day comes from what you drink.  We think about sugar in the food we 
eat but many popular drinks can also have a lot of sugar. 

Why you should care:  

Filling up on sugary drinks makes you less hungry for healthier foods.   

Children’s small tummies can fill up on sugar fast. 

Sugary drinks can cause tooth decay. 

When choosing a drink remember: 

Water and milk are the best choices.  Most fruit drinks have no real fruit. 

Read labels and pick drinks with the least amount of sugar.  If sugar is first in the ingredient 
list then it’s high in sugar.  Kids are watching what you drink: your choice impacts theirs! 

Dates to Remember 

 
December 17      Holiday Talent Show at 12:40pm Parents Welcome! 

December 18      Character Education Assembly 2:40 p.m.  Parents Welcome! 

December 21 - January  1 Winter Break   -  no school for students 

January 4, 2016    First day of school in the new year. 

January 22, 2016   PA Day—No school for students 



LIBRARY NOTES 

The winter break is a wonderful opportunity to emphasize the benefits of reading.  Our students love to be 
read to. Please take the opportunity to enjoy a good book together.   

 

You can also visit the Ottawa Public Library.  They offer a variety of wonderful 
programs and resources.  Library cards are free for all Ottawa residents. Once 
you have a card, you can borrow books, movies, music and museum admission 
passes free of charge.  

There are three branches fairly close to our school: 

Centennial Branch - 3870 Richmond  Road - 613-828-5142 

Nepean Centrepointe - 101 Centrepointe Drive - 613-580-2710 

Carlingwood Branch - 281 Woodroffe  Avenue - 613-725-2449 

 

If you are not able to visit, and have internet access, the Library offers rhyming, sorting and spelling 
games, as well as access to Tumblebooks at their “Garden of Reading website”  - http://
kids.biblioottawalibrary.ca/garden/index-en.html  

Pizza Mondays are Back!  

 

Pizza Days will take place on Mondays at the first nutrition break beginning on Monday 
January 11, 2016. Cheese pizza slices will be $2.50 per slice and orders must be placed before 
Thursday of the previous week. (No pizza will be sold on Pizza Day).  If you are interested in 

ordering pizza, please send the money in your child’s agenda each week. It would be 
appreciated if you could send in the exact amount of money required.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mrs. Mainville at 613-829-
8082.  

 

Inclement Weather — School Transportation Cancellation 

On mornings when weather and road conditions make transportation unsafe, 
please listen to local radio stations for transportation cancellations or school 
closures. Information is also posted to the: 

OCDSB website [www.ocdsb.ca] 

Ottawa Student Transportation Authority's website 
[www.ottawaschoolbus.ca] 

OCDSB Facebook page 

 OCDSB Twitter page 

Please note that when school buses are cancelled this applies to the whole day, although schools remain 
open for students. Parents who choose to drive their children to school must also pick them 
up at the regular dismissal time. The safety of students is always the first consideration when the 
Ottawa Student Transportation Authority (OSTA) makes the decision to cancel transportation services. 
Please Note: If busses are cancelled and your child(ren) take the bus, it is still necessary to 
call the school attendance line at 613-289-0486 to report the absence.  



 

  

 

Answer all 6 skill-testing questions correctly and your name will be entered into 
the draw for a $20 gift card from Chapters. 

 

1) What is the last day of school before the winter holidays? 

 ___________________________________ 

2) What is the first day of school in the new year?  

________________________________________________________ 

3) What special event is taking place at Severn on Thursday December 17?: 

______________________________ 

4) During inclement weather days, parents who drop off their children in the 
morning must ___________ them up during the regular dismissal time.  
*Please note: when school busses are cancelled, absences of students who 
take the bus must be called in to our attendance line. The phone number is: 

_________________________ 

5) Our School Board is inviting parents to participate in an online survey re-
garding _________________________________ 

6) Pizza Days begin on what date: ______________ and cost $______. Please 
note that payment must be made the Thursday before. Thank you! 

 

Your child’s name:  _______________________ 

Your name:  ____________________________ 

Please tear off this draw page and return it to your child’s teacher. 

 

The winner of the $20 gift card from the questionnaire in the last newsletter is  

Alexandra Moreau—Congratulations! 

 


